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The principal accountant gen-
eral-audit (PAG) of Maha-
rashtra has observed that had
the state information com-
mission (SIC), Pune region,
and the other 300 government
offices properly implemented
Section 4 of the Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act, 2005, the
number of complaints and ap-
peals would have reduced re-
markably. 

The PAG office had carried
out an audit in May this year
for the period February 8, 2007
to April 2011, scrutinising the
records of SIC, Pune region.
It revealed that around 300 of-
fices, including the SIC, Pune
region, did not properly im-
plement the provision within
120 days from the commence-
ment of the Act, on October
12, 2005. 

According to Section 4 of
the Act, every government of-
fice shall maintain its records
and information — such as

particulars of organisation,
its functions and duties, pow-
ers and duties of officers — to
display in such a manner that
visitors to the office can get to
know the information with-
out any application.

City-based RTI activists, in-
cluding Vihar Durve, had got
the details of the findings of
the audit under the RTI Act
from the PAG’s office. The re-
port stated that government
offices must make public all
facts while formulating im-
portant policies pertaining to
the public. 

The scrutiny of records re-

vealed that between October
2005 and April 2011, a total of
13,221 appeals were received
under Section 19 (3) of the
Act, of which 10,393 were dis-
posed of and 2,828 remained
pending. 

As many as 172 cases were
penalised out of 10,393 dis-
posed of cases, in which a
penalty of Rs26,85,550 was
proposed for recovery from
the public information offi-
cers. However, only Rs16.75
lakh was recovered. 

The report stated that only
102 appellants had filed 1,669
appeals with an average of 16
applications per person. The
report (2005-2010) revealed
that a total number of 690
complaints regarding non-ap-
pointment of public informa-
tion officers or because of re-
fusal to accept the application
for information were received
by the state information com-
missioner, Vijay Kuvalekar,
out of which 551 were dis-
posed of. 

Sandip Dighe 

Although the new superintendent of
Pune rural police, Sandeep Karnik,
is going all out to make the police
force more transparent and people-
friendly, a section of his men are ap-
parently putting paid to his efforts. 

Haushiram Ek-
nath Tengle (24),
resident of Koyali
village in Khed talu-
ka, about 35 km from
Pune, has been des-
perately trying to get
his character certifi-

cate from the Alandi police for three
months.

Haushiram works with a private
firm in the industrial area in Ran-
jangaon and desperately needs a
character certificate from the police.
It is mandatory to submit such a cer-
tificate for a person applying for a
job with a private firm. 

Tengle told DNA, “Five months
ago, I got an opportunity with a pri-

vate firm based in Ranjangaon. Af-
ter working for two months, the
company asked me to submit a
character certificate from the police.
I collected my documents and went
to Alandi police station to get it. But
the police officer told me I would get
the certificate at the Pashan head-
quarters of the Pune Rural police.” 

Tengle went to the Pashan office,

but the officers there said they
would send the certificate to the
Alandi police station. Tengle’s woes
increased as the police officers in
Pashan sent his certificate to
Chakan police station by oversight.

He said, “When I went to the
Chakan police station, the in-charge
of the police station told me that the
certificate had not come to him. But

when I showed him the police ac-
knowledgment of my application,
he told me I would get the certificate
from Alandi police station as my vil-
lage comes under that jurisdiction,”
he said. 

The hapless youth went to Alan-
di police station, where a constable
directed him to submit some addi-
tional documents. The constable

said he would get the certificate the
next day. 

Tengle’s relative, Sandeep Pokale
said, “When we went to the police
station, the constable was not there.
When we contacted him, he said he
was on leave for the next seven days
and would issue the certificate on
his resuming duty,” he said. 

The duo met assistant police in-
spector of Alandi police station, Ba-
purao Deshmukh, who directed
them to meet the constable. “How
can the police be so insensitive? I am
really puzzled why the police are
taking so long time to give a char-
acter certificate,” Tengle said.

When contacted, additional su-
perintendent of Pune rural police,
Ramnath Pokale, told DNA he is not
aware of the matter. “I will person-
ally look into it,” he assured.

Karnik has made public his cell-
phone number and requested peo-
ple to contact him to register com-
plaints on anti-social activities and
give tip-offs on crimes.

Character certificate from cops elusive
Pune Rural police stonewall requests for five months; youth needs document for job in Ranjangaon 

After the tremendous response
received by making public his
cellphone number, Pune rural
superintendent of police,
Sandeep Karnik, has now
decided to upgrade the virtually
defunct website and the profile
of the Pune Rural police on the
popular social networking
website, Facebook. 

The move is apparently to
interact with common people
and get feedback about different
aspects of policing in Pune rural

areas. Some officers of Pune
Rural police are taking lessons
in English so that they can
handle interactions on the
website. 

Karnik told DNA the police would
be online 24X7 on Facebook. “It
would be updated every day,” he
added. The website would be
updated with contact details of
officers along with their
cellphone numbers. It would also
have details of hospitals within
its jurisdiction. 

Karnik said making public his
cellphone number has evoked a
tremendous response from the
common people. “I had been
receiving SMSes tipping me 
off about anti-social elements
and other problems pertaining
to policing. Now requests 
have come from citizens to give
my email id, so that they 
could send me written
communication,” Karnik added. 

—Chaitraly Deshmukh 

RURAL COPS TO UPDATE FACEBOOK ACCOUNT

RTI not effective in 300 offices
Civic activists’ query reveals details of state govt audit 

Of the 10,393 cases
disposed between
2005-2011, officers
in 172 cases were
penalised, and
penalties amounting
to Rs16.75 lakh
recovered

City businessman,
son killed in mishap
4 of family hurt; accident on A’nagar Road
DNA Correspondent 

A city businessman, Nand-
kumar Pramod Barate (40),
his son Vedant (8) and rela-
tive, Sagar Rakesh Mahajan
(22), were killed in a road
mishap on the Pune-Ahmed-
nagar Road on Sunday after-
noon.

Barate is a resident of Chi-
tradurga Apartment,
Kothrud. Sagar hails from
Ahmednagar district and was
studying engineering at a
Pune college. 

The car (MH-12 W5477) in
which the victims were trav-
elling, collided head-on with
a speeding container truck
(HR-55 G 7062) near
Narayanghavan village in
Ahmednagar district, about
120 km from Pune.

Barate’s wife, Rajshree (33),
his elder son Meghat (10) and
father-in-law, Duttatray
Narayan Sarode (65), sus-

tained injuries in the mishap.
They have been admitted to a
hospital in Pune.

According to the police, on
Sunday afternoon, Barate and
his relatives were returning
to Pune in their Maruti Es-
teem car, while the container
truck was travelling in the op-
posite direction. Barate was
driving the car. 

Soon after the mishap, the
locals took the victims to a
private hospital in Shirur.
The doctors declared Barate,
Vedant and Sagar brought
dead on arrival. 

After the incident, the con-
tainer driver fled the accident
site. Police inspector of Supa
police station, CT Dhakrao,
told DNA that Barate and his
family had gone to attend a
family function in Ahmedna-
gar on Saturday. On Sunday
morning, they were return-
ing to Pune when the mishap
took place.

DNA Correspondent 

The Pune Municipal Corpora-
tion (PMC) on Sunday said wa-
ter supply in some parts of the
city would be erratic for four
days, beginning July 25, due
to some urgent repairs that
would be carried out at Warje
pumping station.  

The localities that would be
affected include Vidyanagar,
Tingarenagar and Vimanna-
gar. “The water supply would
be at low pressure. There could
also be shortage of water,”
PMC officials said. 

Normal water supply would
be restored on July 29.

DNA Correspondent  

An unidentified girl was
run over by the Mysore Ex-
press on Sunday at about 4
pm near Chinchwad station.
The train was coming to
Pune from Mumbai.  

The Chinchwad railway
police have recovered the
dead body.  

The girl was aged be-
tween 17 and 20 years, was
fair and wearing a salwar-
kameez of black and ash
colours.

The railway police said
an investigation is on to es-
tablish the identity of the
victim, and to ascertain if it
was a case of suicide.

Minister, 5
others hurt... 
From p1

“The impact was such that the
front of the SUV was totally
damaged,” the police said.

Patil sustained injuries on
his left hand and minor head
injuries. His wife sustained in-
juries on her face and head.
She underwent an operation on
Sunday. The minister’s driver
and personal assistant escaped
with minor injuries. 

Both legs of Tushar Kan-
herkar, driver of the goods car-
rier, were fractured in the
mishap and he has been ad-
mitted in a hospital in Bara-
mati.  His brother Vishal suf-
fered serious head injuries and
underwent brain surgery in a
private hospital in Baramati.
Doctors said he would take 3
days to regain consciousness.

Dr Parvez Grant, managing
trustee of Ruby Hall Clinic,
said the mishap was a serious
one. “Fortunately, Patil and the
other injured are out of dan-
ger,” he said. Doctors said
Bhagyashri would undergo
plastic surgery on her face by
Dr RK Barve on Tuesday.

Unidentified
girl killed
under train

Erratic water
supply from
today

Bhagyashree Kulthe 

About 130 legislators of the
state, cutting across party
lines, have strongly advocated
inclusion of nomadic and de-
notified tribes in the Scheduled
Tribes (ST) category. 

About 42 such tribes have
been waging a peaceful agita-
tion for a long time, demanding
that the state government ful-
fil their demands. However, the
government is yet to respond. 

Well-known author and so-
cial activist, Laxman Mane,
told DNA on Sunday that let-
ters of support had been re-
ceived from the 130 MLAs on
the issue. 

He was speaking to DNA on
the sidelines of a discussion or-
ganised by the non-govern-
mental organisations (NGO),
Nirman and Karve Samaj Seva
Sanstha, on the status and chal-
lenges before nomadic tribes
(NT) and de-notified tribes
(DNT) in Maharashtra. 

“The saddest part is that the
state government, despite the
letters of support from these
elected representatives, is
maintaining a sphinx-like si-
lence on the issue,” Mane said.  

Members of the tribes will
gherao Vidhan Sabha in Mum-
bai on July 27 over the issue,
two days after the monsoon ses-
sion of legislature begins. 

The NT and DNT have been
denied benefits and schemes of
the government given to STs
due to political reasons, com-
plained Mane. He said NTs and
DNTs comprise 5% of the
state’s population and yet they
did not have ration cards, elec-
tion cards or birth certificates. 

“If the government accepts

inclusion, then it will have to
give them all kinds of reserva-
tions, including government
jobs. Moreover, some Lok Sab-
ha and state assembly seats
would have to be reserved for
them. About 14 seats for MLAs
and two MPs would have to re-
served for NT and DNT. Our ap-
prehension is that the state
government does not want
them to fight polls and share
the floor of the house in par-
liament and the state legisla-
ture. That is the reason that are
continuing to ignore the issue,”
Mane said. 

He felt the government
should have a separate budget
for these 5% people. Support-
ing the recommendations of
the Justice Bapat commission,
set up by the state government
on the issue in 2004, Mane said
the commission had rightly
suggested that the NTs and
DNTs should be included in ST
category. However, the state
government did not act on it. 

Nomadic tribes
struggle for ST tag
Activist Laxman Mane announces
demonstration in Mumbai on Wednesday

‘CLEAR POLICIES NEEDED’
Anuja Krishna, member of the non-governmental
organisation (NGO), Econet, raised the issue of Dalit and
Muslim nomads during the discussion. She said there has to
be a policy about helping these people who are actually
nomads but are included in other categories.  

Santosh Jadhav of Nirman said many communities under the
NTs and DNTs have been transferred into Scheduled Castes,
when they are actually tribes. The government has to define
this step, he said, adding that the government is not even
clear on the exact number of NTs and DNTs in the state. 

Team DNA

A resident of Pimpri, Har-
shad Subhash Shinde (30),
was arrested by the
Chatuhshrungi police on Sun-
day morning in connection
with a cheating complaint
filed by the Symbiosis Centre
for Distance Learning
(SCDL). Two senior execu-
tives of the centre — Sapna
Charanjit Singh
(35) and Pradip
Datta (40) — and
Shinde have
been charged with alleged
fraud and financial irregular-
ities amounting to Rs15 lakh
from April to July this year.

Singh and Datta allegedly
cheated SCDL by giving its ad-
vertisements in newspapers
and websites through Shinde’s
agency, Om Sai Multimedia
Services, at inflated cost.
Shinde was produced before a
court and remanded in judi-
cial custody. Singh and Datta,
arrested on Saturday, were
granted bail the same day.

Married couple
commits suicide
Manjunath Janardhan Pujari
(25) and his wife Radha (22),
committed suicide by hang-
ing at their residence in Sec-
tor 10 of MIDC area in
Bhosari at 8 pm on Saturday.
Bhosari police said Radha
was earlier married and had

a 2-year-old
daughter from
her first hus-
band. “We have

recovered a suicide note in
Kannada,” the police said.  

Youth arrested
Shakri Sagar Waghmare (26)
of Laxmi Colony in Hadap-
sar, was arrested by the Pim-
pri police on Sunday for
cheating Hiresh Chabhlani
(50) of Rs9 lakh on the prom-
ise of securing admission for
his niece to the MBBS course
in Pimpri-based Dr DY Patil
Medical College. 

Agency owner held for
cheating Symbiosis
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The government,
despite letters of
support from 130
legislators, is
maintaining a sphinx-
like silence on 5% of
the state’s population

—Laxman Mane, author &
social activist

Monsoon magic

Revellers turned up in a large number at Bushi dam near Lonavla on Sunday. The drizzles added to the pleasure and the
crowd made the most of the holiday —Naresh Natu DNA


