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Nature of the event:  Symposium
 

Topic: “Nomadic and De-notified Tribes and Caste Enumeration in 
Census 2011” 
 

Conducted on: 28th March 2010 (Sunday) Morning 11 to 2.30 

Venue: Dr. Ambedkar Sanskrutik Bhawan, Maldhakka, Pune-1

Objectives of the event:  
 

• To generate dialogue amongst youth, human rights 

activists and the common people about the rights of 

Nomadic and De-notified Tribes on the backdrop of 

forthcoming census year 2011.  

• To put forth concrete steps and actions for their overall 

development i.e. Socio-Economical, Educational and 

Political through Caste-wise population enumeration in 

the census   

 
Organizers:  

 
‘Manuski Centre’, ‘Nirman Sanstha’, ‘Alliance for Dalit Rights’, 

‘Parivartan Santha’, ‘Mahawatch (Abhiyan Trust)’, ‘Wadar 

Forum’, ‘Bhatake, Vimukta Wa Adivasi Jamati Vikas Wa 

Prabodhan Santha’ &  ‘Dalit Women Federation’  
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Summery 
 

On 28th March 2010, a Symposium on the issue of “Nomadic and De-notified Tribes and Caste 

Enumeration in Census 2011” was successfully accomplished.  

An enthusiastic presence of diverse groups could be seen in this symposium. Social activists, 

educated youth groups, women and representatives of several right based organizations and 

movements from Nomadic and De-notified Tribes such as Ramoshi, Banjara, Paradhi,Wadar, 

Kaikadi, Takari, ChhapparBand, KanjarBhat, Vaidu, Gondhali, SikaliKar, Waghari, Goasawi, 

Dhangar, Katkari were there in a big number to learn about Caste wise enumeration and its impact 

on their development. Organizations such as  ‘Manuski Centre’, ‘Nirman Sanstha’, ‘Alliance for Dalit 

Rights’, ‘Parivartan Santha’, ‘Mahawatch (Abhiyan Trust)’, ‘Wadar Forum’, ‘Bhatake, Vimukta Wa 

Adivasi Jamati Vikas Wa Prabodhan Santha’ &  ‘Dalit Women Federation’ had collaboratively 

organized this event.  

Prof. Hari Narke (Chair of ‘Mahatma Phule Adhyasan’, Pune), Prof. Motiraj Rathod (Renowned 

Scholar & Writer, Kolhapur), Hon. Pravin More (President, Alliance for Dalit Rights) delivered their 

analysis and speeches on the topic. Hon. B.D. Borkar presided over and delivered an eye-opening 

speech on the issue of rights of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes. The responsibility of organizing 

this event was successfully fulfilled by young women activists Priyanka Jadhav and Vaishali 

Bhandawlkar. Ms. Priyanka anchored the program and Ms. Vaishali gave an Introduction.  

On this occasion Director of Social Welfare Department Hon. E. Z. Khobragade, Deputy 

Commissioner of Pune District Hon. R. K. Gaikwad, Additional Director (Education Department) 

Hon. P.S. Wankhede, Director of Bharati University Prof. Rathod, Prof. Karuna of Karve Social 

Welfare Education Institute, Councilor Dr. Siddharth Dhende, Dilip Kusale, Hon. Satish Shinde, 

Dr. Aparna Mane, Suman Gaikwad, Anita Jambhulkar, Sunita Bhosale and other distinguished 

people made their appearance and gave their well-informed views on the topic.  

In the introduction Ms. Vaishali Bhandawalkar presented the objective of the event. She 

emphasized, we should all know and stimulate well-researched discussions about Nomadic and De-

notified Tribes and Caste Enumeration in Census.  This is specially needed because unless and until 
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the Government gets the information on the status of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes right there 

will not be proper formulation of the Schemes and Policies for the development of these 

communities. She strongly proposed that if the Government really wants to take up concrete steps 

to develop these communities then t should take every essential action to gather an extensive data 

on the Educational, Socio-Economical and Political status of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes. She 

said there should be awareness about the same amongst people and pressure groups should get 

formed therefore such events should be organized to bring people pf diverse fields together for the 

cause.   

Prof. Hari Narke put forth his analysis in his speech; he said if we calculate the budget spent on the 

up-liftment of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes and divide this amount with the number of 

beneficiaries from these communities then we get an horrendous answer i.e. every Individual of 

Nomadic and De-notified Tribes receives a paisa on a daily basis which is as good as getting 

nothing. While proposing a solution in font of the State, he says it is very much doable for the 

Government to just add one more column in the Census form to enumerate Nomadic and De-

notified Tribes and OBC’s.  He further said that such enumeration is vital for Budget formulation, 

and formulation of Policies on Education, Health and Employment. While critiquing the politicians 

he said due to lack of political will there hasn’t been concrete actions taken to collect and publish 

such data.   

Second speaker Hon. Pravin More of Alliance for Dalit Rights held a strong view that there 

shouldn’t be inclusion of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes and OBC as the severity of problems 

faced by Nomadic and De-notified Tribes is manifold that makes them specific. Keeping this in 

mind there should be special attention given to these communities. He criticized the Government by 

saying that Government has always neglected these communities. While addressing the audience he 

said government doesn’t have the schemes that will benefit us, there are no allocations for us in 

Budget, and the money that comes for the development of our communities is also been diverted by 

the Government by saying it is unutilized. He said we are equally responsible for this as we are 

apathetic and ignorant about the issues of Budget, Policies and Schemes entitled to us. As evidence 

he spoke about the corruption taking place in Vasant Naik Commission, even though there were 

enough funds available hardly any spending was done by the commission in first nine months as the 

year ending appeared to come closer the commission spent most of the budget haphazard manner. 
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He also pointed out that most of the eminent educational Institutes from Maharahstra still do not 

have reservation for Nomadic and De-notified Tribes. In conclusion while challenging the youth 

activists he urged them its time that we formulate our own Policies and present it to the 

Government.  

The distinct intellectual Prof. MotiRaj Rathod spoke the next; He strongly pointed that the struggle 

and sufferings of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes will only stop once they stop wandering and 

settle. For which the Government has to take measures to make them settle on permanent basis and 

provide them with sustainable livelihood. The Government owns thousand of acres of Land which 

is unused. This land could be utilized for the settlement of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes. While 

talking about lack of political will he said people in the power are not willing to take strong actions 

to eradicate the stigma of being criminals on these communities. He gave example of revolutionary 

measures taken by Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj in the past; in his presidency Shahu Maharaj took 

concrete steps to settle the Nomadic and De-notified Tribes. He gave them land to till and created 

their settlements. To wipe out the stigma of being criminals from the lives of Nomadic and De-

notified Tribes, he stopped the practice of everyday visit of community members to Police station. 

In the conclusion he thanked the organizers for organizing such a thought-provoking event specially 

when there isn’t much written and said on the said topic. There is general apathy amongst people to 

discuss this very important issue. He urged that many more events of these kinds should be 

organized. He was happy that people especially of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes showed such a 

enthusiastic presence in the event.  

In the end the chair of the event Hon. B.D. Borkar spoke about the importance of caste wise 

enumeration and people’s power. He said that discussions should be held on this important topic 

not only at State level (Maharashtra level) but it should be nationwide. He further said that the 

representatives in parliament, lower house, upper house, administration, planning commission and 

in judiciary lack will in uplifting our communities. Therefore only and only coming together as a 

united lot will help us in reclaiming our rights. We should form a strong social identity of being one 

class. We should not get trapped in caste identities as coming together in the name of castes will 

divide us and weaken our movement. Caste identities are not created by us, we adapted these and 

now we are facing problems due to caste identities. While emphasizing on the separate enumeration 

of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes he takes the support of Constitution. In Constitution there is 
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concept like “Differencial Intelligencia”. Through this term we will have to prove that Nomadic and 

De-notified Tribes have distinct identity and social situation. So that we can compel government to 

give the constitutional rights of the Nomadic and De-notified Tribes should be formed policies for 

their development. This way these communities should also be enumerated separately in census and 

this is needed for their upliftment. For further measures on the upliftment of Nomadic and De-

notified Tribes he said that there should be just and equal distribution of resources. He also urged 

the youth activists present in the event, we should be prepared to struggle and suffer in the process 

of reclaiming our rights. While emphasizing on struggle in conclusion he quoted Dr. Ambedkar, 

“...Greatness can be achieved only by struggle and sacrifice. Neither manhood nor Godhood can be obtained without 

going through the ordeal of fire. Fire purifies, fire strengthens, so does struggle and suffering. No down-trodden man can 

achieve greatness unless he is prepared for struggle and suffering. He must be ready to sacrifice the comforts and even the 

necessities of the present for building up his future.  

 My message is struggle, and more struggle sacrifice and more sacrifice. It is struggle and struggle alone without 

counting the sacrifices or suffering that will bring their emancipation. Nothing else will.”  

In the end Mr. Dada Dadas (Student of M.Phil 1st year, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai) 

thanked all the renowned people and the audience for making this event successful. It was a very 

well organized programme. All the present organizations, activists and the organizers put in a lot of 

efforts to make the event successful.  

There were common consensus amongst the participated organizations and activists the 

following points.       

• There should be Caste-wise Enumeration of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes in 

Census  

• There should be follow up on the issue of data on literacy rate of  Nomadic and De-

notified Tribes, data of educated youth, data of people who have studied the 

secondary school, higher secondary school, graduation and post-graduation, the data 

of the health status of general community and specifically women and children, data 
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on economical status. This data should be available with the Government and it 

should be made public.  

• Follow up should be done on the issue of Policies and Schemes formulation; these 

should be formulated on the basis of population and socio-economical, educational 

status.  

• Present communities should make efforts in organized way and in collaboration to 

create awareness in communities and society at large about the severity of the issue 

and build an ally of supporters.  

• Formation of active State-wide working committee. 

• Taking up a task to make all the districts collectors of all the districts to write a 

memorandum explaining the urgent need of action on the issue of Caste 

enumeration of Nomadic and De-notified Tribes to the Governor. 

• Workshops and seminars should be organized in the eminent institutes in 

Maharashtra, to put forth the issues and problems of Nomadic and De-notified 

Tribes in terms of the education and socio-economic status and to create concrete 

solutions.  
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Pictorial 
 

 

Social activists, 
Representatives of the 
different organizations, 
youth, women and renown 
personalities  from 
Nomadic and De-notified 
communities participated 
to listen the thoughts of the 
speakers 
 

Miss. Vaishali 
Bhadwalkar, Member of 
the organizing team, 
delivering the introductory 
note of the symposium. 
On the stage ( from left 
side) Mr. B. D. Bokar, 
Prof. Hari Narke, Prof. 
Motiraj Rathod. 
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Guest Speaker: 
Prof. Hari Narke 
Chair of the Mahatma 
Phule Adhyasan, Pune 
Universit, Pune 

Guest Speaker: 
Mr. Pravin More 
Alliance for Dalit Rights, 
Mumbai 
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Guest Speaker: 
Prof. Motiraj Rathod 
Famous writer and 
thinker, 
Auragabad 

 

Presiding over: 
Mr. B. D. Borkar 
Executive, Offshoot wings 
of BAMCEF 
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Inauguration: 
The Audio-Book on the famous 
book “Vaidik Dhamrasutre aani 
Bahujananchi Gulamgiri (Vedic 
Scriptures and Slavery of the 
Bahujans) written by renown 
thinker and writer Dr. A. H. 
Salunkhe, and the Book “Stri 
Muktiche Pranete,Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar” 
Speeches and writings compiled 
by Miss Madhavi Kamble. 
On the stage: (from left side) 
Mr. E. Z. Khobragade, Director, 
Social Welfare Department of 
Maharashtra Government, Mr. 
B. D. Borkar, Prof. Hari Narke, 
Prof. Motiraj Rathod, and Mr. 
Pravin More 

 

Miss Madhavi kamble 
while giving information 
about published books  
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